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Hovember 27, 1919,
Dear Miss Widegren,
I bars your very interesting official letter and am glad to
bear of the formal organisation of a Swedish branch of tbs V.I,
L.P.Ï.

I agrse with you that the statement of the object is not a
happy one, but ws have no other statement officially formulated,
although the Executive Committee is discussing one.
The support of the resolutions of the two Congresses is to bs
understood in the sense of a genuine agreement with their tendency
and purpose and not in that of a literal acceptance of the wording
of a particular resolution. I wrote to Miss Addams about this
point and she entirely concurs in this way of looking at it.
In regard to the resolution about Russia Iquite understand that
it may make difficulties in Sweden, I agree with you that military
action on the part of the Soviets is just as objectionable as
military action by any other power, to say nothing of the hideous
stories of Bolshevist violence that are current, I suppose
the reason that this resolution oondemning military intervention
in Russia and Hungary was brought up and passed was that the
actions which we deplored was ones in which we ourselves (or some
of us) felt jointly responsible as citizens of the countries
taking such action. As to the policy of endeavouring to force a
change of internal oonditions by the means of an invading army does not all history show that such a polioy strenthens the groups
who happen to be in control in the invaded country?
But even if
you do not agree with this deduction from past experiences we all,
as pacifists, must deplore fighting as a means of enforcing any
policy.
As to the last part of the resolution whioh speaks of ”the
warfare now being waged, without open declaration of war, upon
peoples who are experimenting in a new social and economic order,
which may prove to have a great contribution to make to the world,
and which has not yet had a fair trial,” I should think that most
of our members would be willing to admit that with all the gross
wrongs of the Soviet governments - the abuse of power, the in
tolerable principle of dictatorship and the use of violenow -
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as a $6aas- there is mixed up with all these evils an effort to
replace by more equal conditions the admitted injustices which
stain our industrial system. As an economist I consider some
aspects of the Soviet experiment as of very real importance
but, alas, it is a social laboratory which has cost humanity
deqrly.
As to the Zurich Congress not having passed resolutions
deploring the use of violence by the Soviets and condemning
the devestation in Northern France and the other horrors
committed there and in Belgium we must remember that to save
time and confusion it was agreed beforehand not to disouss the
conduct of the war. The German members themselves wanted to
bring in a resolution such as you suggest, expressing their
horror and condemnation and regret for German waroonduct, but
they were not at liberty to do so on account of this rule.
It is the spirit of the League to have the widest possibl#
autonomy both for the national sections themselves and for the
local groups within the national sections. Bach body of women
must work with all the intelligence and energy that they possess
to put an end to the evils of a world organised for war, for
imperialism, for exploitation in so many different foims and
to create the world we dream of, which we shall not live to
see, but which we can nevertheless help to bring about7- a world
based on reasonable and friendly relations within peoples and
between peoples. There is no room in the Women’s International
League for people who are not heart and soul in favour of suoh
a world but plenty of room for those who differ on minor points
of policy.
We are just getting out a new issue of our Hews Sheet. How
many conies could you use to advertise it and can you send us
any newjs subscribers? After this issue we shall begin a new
volume under the name BAX BT LIBBRTAS. There will be 10
issues a year, one every other month and four special issues
in the course of the year. The price is to be I Swiss francs.
Do let us know of all that you are doing and thinking. The
British branch sends us monthly reports but perhaps that is too
much trouble. At any rate we should like to keep in the closest
touch we can.
My love to Miss Lindhagen, Miss Fettersen, Miss Zleman and
all my other Swedish friends. Is Mrs. Wicksell one of our members
now?
Believe me,
Always very cordially yours

